Colorado

Café Scientifique
Tuesday 17 October 2006
at the

Wynkoop Brewing Company

http://www.wynkoop.com/
Corner of 18th and Wynkoop in LoDo, Denver
About a block from Light Rail. Thirteen minutes by foot from Auraria.

SCIENCE & SCIENTISTS IN POLITICIZED DEBATES
Roger A. Pielke, Jr.
Professor of Environmental Studies
Director, Center for Science and Technology Policy Research, CU, Boulder

Scientists have choices about the roles that they play in today's controversial political debates such
as on global warming, genetically modified foods, and the Plan B emergency contraception just to
name a few. Should scientists ever become advocates for certain policy choices? Is it possible to
separate personal moral beliefs from professional scientific findings? Where can politicians get
unbiased scientific information? Is the current administration any worse than others in 'cherrypicking' scientific facts? A recent article in the National Journal went so far as to suggest that far
from being victims of politicization, the scientific community "is itself contributing to the
polarization that afflicts America's political culture." Is this really true? Roger Pielke, Jr. will
discuss these questions and more, which are addressed in his forthcoming book on the choices
scientists have in policy and politics and how they impact the scientific enterprise as whole..
EVERYONE IS WELCOME. The discussion starts at 6:30 in the Mercantile Room (no food
service there). Come before 6 PM to leave yourself time to get something to eat, or stay and
eat afterwards. We end around 8 PM.
There’s no charge. The Wynkoop is generously providing the facility; we buy our own drinks. It is
first come, first seated, and seating is limited so that everyone can take part in the discussion.
The Colorado Café Scientifique is organized by an informal group of President’s Teaching Scholars and
faculty from CU and institutions up and down the Front Range, as well as science fans from industry,
government and elsewhere. We welcome your input, including ideas for speakers and topics. Bring them
with you to the next Café, or e-mail them and any questions to John.Cohen@UCHSC.edu

Essential information on our Web site at

http://CafeSciColorado.org

